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On the Mysteries of the Christian Religion, 


WE have at length discovered the Messi- 
ah, of whom Moses had written in the old 
law, whom the prophets announced, and we 
have proved him to be Jesus of Nazareth. 

Yes, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the only 
Son of Mary, born in the time, and according 
to the flesh, is truly the Messiah, Son of God, 
in eternity, and according to the divine na- 
ture. We acknowledge him as such, from 
his wisdom and his sanctity, which are the 
wisdom and sanctity of a God-Man; from his 
law which he has dispensed to man, and 
which has all the characters of a law emanat- 
ing from the Deity; from the numberless mi- 
racles which ke performed as God, and in or- 
der to prove his divine mission; and last of 
all, by the miracle of his resurrection, effect- 
ed by himself, in which is manifest all the 
power of God. We are convinced, that the 
Word, God himself, and the same God as his 
Father, was made flesh, and dwelt amongst 
men as their fellow man. Our forefathers, in 
the faith, have seen him, and we ourselves, 
have scen him, in the faithful history of his 
life, which they have handed duwn tous. We 
have seen him, he has appeared to us full of 
grace and of truth: his glory has shone be- 
fore our eyes, and that glory was truly that 
of the only Son of the Father. 

Jesus Christ, being God, his doctrine must 
be received with all the respect and submis- 
sion due to God. This admirable doctrine 
includes mysteries which should be the rule 


of our thoughts in the order of religion, and | heathens, 





their sacred cbscurity, but which, in other re- 
spects, are put in-oppositign to the dictates of 
our hearts: precepts ‘Which are contrary to 
the disposition of our feeling, but which our 
reason is forced to approve, and the divine 
wisdom of which, in spite of our natural pro- 
pensities, we are imperiously obliged to ad- 
mire. It includes mysteries which we. can- 
not believe, but by imposing an absolute si- 
lence on our pride, and the curiosity of our 
nature; and precepts which we cannot com- 
ply with, but by repressing and struggling 
against the impulse of passions, dear and con- 
genial to our hearts. 

The goodness and charity of God is visible 
in this instance, that, whilst it was in his pow- 
er, and certainly at his option to have given 
to man, precepts, in opposition to his passions, 
and at the same time superior to his reason— 
that is to say, precepts, the conformity of 
which, with his nature, his condition, and his 
end, he never would have been able to con- 
ceive. But the great Being, at whose dis- 
posal the fate of man stood, having respect 
to his weakness, as to his freedom, willed, 
that in the observance of his law, man should 
not have to contend, at the same time, with 
his reason, and his natural propensities; 
hence, he has vouchsafed to throw the strong- 
est lights on the precepts which were intend- 
ed to be his constant rule of conduct, whilst 
he has left the mysteries which man was to 
believe, but never comprehend, and which it 
was enough for him to believe, involved in 
the most impenetrable obscurity. 

That man should be obliged to submit to 
these precepts which contravene his passions, 
when such contravention is approved by rea- 
son, is a point on which all mankind must 
agree. To contest this principle, would be 
not only folly, but madness. Being the foun- 
dation of all morality, it has been equally re- 
ceived by the most polished people of the 
as by the most uncivilized and, bar- 








The whole question is, to know whether 
we should Believe the mysteries which God 
has revealed, although they be incomprehen- 
sible to our reason. It being an acknowledg- 
ed fact, that Christ has made such a revela- 
tion, no true follower of his can call it in 
question, or refuse his belief, knowing that 
his disbelief would be the greatest outrage 
against the veracity and sanctity of the Su- 
preme Being, who, in such a case, must have 
deceived his creatures. The question is pro- 
posed in order to confute the proud philoso- 
phy, which, in our days, affects to disbelieve 
every thing that is not within the comprehen- 
sion of human reason. In order to expose 
the insincerity, as well as folly of such so- 
phisters, we shall introduce a conversation 
between one of those pseudo-philosophers 
and a Christian. 

Philosopher—I acknowledge, that the chris- 
tian religion has, in cortaisMfespocts, a decid- 
ed advantage over all others. What a man, 
must have been the author of this religion! 
What sanctity! What wisdom was he not 
possessed of! He stands unparalled amongst 
the race of man: I feel towards him so pro- 
found a veneration, that it falls very little 
short of adoration. What can be more sub- 
lime than his moral, what more pure and con- 
formable to good sense and reason? Did 
Christians but make it the rule of their con- 
duct, they would attain perfection; and be 
the glory of humanity. But the Christian re- 
ligion too has its weak points. 

Christian—Which are they? 

Philosopher—The mysteries which it oblig- 
és us to believe, which shock our reason, and 
are evidently absurd. For example; the 
Trinity. How many Gods are there? But 
one. . How many persons in that God? three, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost? Is 
the Father God? Yes. Is the Son God ? 
Yes. And the Holy Ghost? Yes. Then 
there are three Gods? No, but those three 


















































AR AO RE TORE FRE § 8 




















THE JESUIT. 





Vor. If. 








Persons make but one God. You see, I 
have not forgotten my Catechism. Here it 
is plainly said, that three make one; I only 
appeal to common sense, whether any thing 
can be more absurd. Then this religion re- 
quires that I should believe an absurdity. It 
is an open contradiction to reason, and no 
man of sound understanding can believe it. 

Christian—Although the objection seems 
strong, I shall have no difficulty in proving 
that it is founded in an erroneous statement, 
and consequently false. There are three 
sorts of propositions; evident propositions, 
such as God is good; God is just; the whole 
is greater than a part. Absurd, or contra- 
dictory propositions, wherein ideas of which 
they are composed, mutually exclude each 
other—as, God is crucl; God is unjust; a 
part is greater than the whole. And incom- 
prehensible propositions, in which it is impos- 
sible for human comprehension to perceive 
the correspondence, or identity of the two 
ideas of which they are composed. Such as, 
a Being which has never existed, may re- 
ceive existence; a being which exists may 
fall into annihilation. And such, certainly, 
with respect to you and me, if we had always 
been out of this world, and out of our bodies, 
would be the following—a being composed 
of spirit and matter is possible. nf 

As we cannot give our assent to an absurd 
and contradictory proposition, so we cannot 
refuse it to an evident proposition. 

Of those which are simply incomprehensi- 
ble, we have to observe, that we are not 
obliged to receive them as true, unless we 
have in other respects, proofs of their truth, 
equivalent to the ideal proofs which we may 
want, and that we are never justified in an 
absolute denial of our assent, unless we have 
in other respects, certain proofs of their falsi- 
ty. For it must be confessed, that from our 
not being able to perceive the correspond- 
ence, or agreement of any two ideas,it does not 
follow that they are contradictory, or exclude 
each other, as from our not perceiving that 
two ideas are contradictory, it does no more 
follow that they are reconcileable, or identi- 
fied. Of this last kind, (7. e. the simply in- 
comprehensible,) is the mystery of the Trini- 
rs God subsists in three perfectly distinct 

ersons, in a perfect unity of essence, of na- 
ture, or of substance. As simply incompre- 
hensible, you arenot authorized absolutely 
to deny this proposition, that is, reject the 
mystery of the Trinity, unless you have posi- 
tive proofs that it is false; but on the other 
hand, you are obliged to admit it, if, in the 
deficiency of the ideal proofs, you have, in 
other respects, certain proofs of its truth. 

If you were told, that three Gods make but 
one God; or that three Persons make but 
one Person, these two propositions would be 
contradictory and absured, inasmuch as each 
includes two ideas, which mutually exclude 
each other. Three Gods make but one God; 
three Persons make one Person, is the same 
as to say, that the whole is not Jarger than a 
part: but you are told, that three Persons 
make but one God: you cannot prove that 
this expression includes any contradiction 
of terms: when speaking of the Trinity, it 
says Unity. This word unity applies to the 
substance, and not to the Persons: and when 
speaking of the Trinity, it applies to the Per- 
sons, and not to the substance. Hence the 
two words trinily and unity are not reciprocal- 








ly applied to each other, in the same sense, 
or relation. Moreover, it is clear, that al- 
though you have some notion of the divine 
essence, you cannot pronounce, with any de- 
gree of certitude, that it is incompatible with 
its nature, to include three Persons in its uni- 
ty, and that you do not sufficiently compre- 
hend what we call personality, with respect 
to the divine Being, to say, that there is any 
repugnance in the idea of three Persons con- 
stituting the essence of God. 

To absolutely deny any thing, merely be- 
cause it is beyond your comprehension, is 
the same as to say, that nothing can be true, 
but as it comes within the scope of your pow- 
er of comprehension. I am very well per- 
suaded that your pretensions are not so high. 

Philosopher—I agree, for the moment, that 
the mysteries of the Christian religion, pre- 
sent tothe mind neither contradiction, nor 
absurdity—be it so. It is enough for my 
purpose, that they are, according to your 
own confession, incomprehensible. I shall 
never be induced to believe, what I do not 
comprehend. 

Caristian—Y ou say, that you do not think 
it consistent to believe the mysteries of our 
religion, inasmuch as you do not comprehend 
them. But if I shew you, that there are a 
multitude of things, which you no more com- 
prehend than these mysteries, and of whose 
existence it would be impossible you could 
have ever entertained the smallest doubt, 
should you not be obliged to avow, that your 
refusal to assent to their truth, merely be- 
cause you do not cOmprehend them, is mere 
caprice, pride, andobstinacy; Ido not com- 
prehend, therefore I should not believe, is a 
principle, which, if not applied to all, is per- 
fectly nugatory. Then 1 say, Mr. Philoso- 
pher, you can believe in nothing of what you 
see without, nor what passes within you: you 
cannot believe in your own existence. For 
of all these things, I assert that you are com- 
pletely ignorant. For example, you confess 
with the Christians, that God created the 
world from nought: but have you any concep- 
tion how, in a single instant, and by the bare 
act of his will, such a creation could have 
been effected? Can you form any idea of 
the infinite power necessary, or of the rela- 
tion that must exist between that act of the 
Eternal, by which he willed that the world 
should exist in time, and its real and effec- 
tive existence? Or why at the word—* Let 
light be,” all his creation was gloriously illu- 
minated? Although you cannot conceive how 
the world exists, yet you cannot deny the 
fact, that it does exist. Hence you must 
confess, that your not comprehending a thing 
cannot be always a reason why you should 
disbelieve it. 

How can we, feeble mortals, know any 
thing of the creation of the world, when the 
smallest creatures that compose it, surpass 
our intelligence? No man knows, nor even 
can know of this, more than a few obscure 
outlines. What is the air we breathe? What 
the light? What the earth we tread? Are 
they not all mysteries to us? A drop of wa- 
ter, a grain of sand, a blade of grass, are as 
incomprehensible as the sun, moon, or stars! 

What is man himself? How was he formed 
in his mother’s womb? How did his soul en- 
ter his body? When did these two substanc- 
es, his soul and body, so distinct in their 
nature, form so intimate a connexion, that 

















they are, as it were, confounded with each 
other, so as to form one individual? We think: 
but what is thought? What is pleasure, or 
pain? What do you, who are a philosopher, 
know of all these things? Just as much as an 
idiot, that is, nothing. Then, Sir, if it be 
true that you comprehend nothing of all those 
things, it necessarily follows, that your in- 
comprehension affords no reasonable ground 
for denying their existence. Though you 
know nothing of your own soul, or body, it 
never occurred to you that you should have 
any doubt of your own existence. The world 

all creatures, man himself, are mysteries to 
us, and yet we would fain comprehend that 
Supreme and Eternal Being, who created all 
things from nought! 

Philosopher—it is true, that I do not know 
how the world could, or should exist, in vir- 
tue of the sole act of the will of God: but I 
see it, am one of its inhabitants, and enjoy it. 
I believe that it made not itself; and con- 
clude, that God is the creator thereof.— 
Though I confess I know nothing of the first 
principles of the existence of things, nor have 
of them any ideal, or adequate notion, 1 am 
possessed of other proofs, such as that of fact, 
of sentiment, and of experience. These 
proofs I am satisfied with: give me such, or 
equivalent proofs of the Trinity, and I avow 
myself ready to believe it. 

Christian—Y our candor pleases me, and I 
take you at your word. It is of more conse- 
quence to you to be convinced, than it is to 
me to conquer you in argument. But to the 

ont 

»°' Remember that the mystery of the Trinity 
is simply incomprehensible. We have just 
proved, that there are an infinity of other 
things that we are not able to comprehend, 
but yet of whose existence we have not the 
smallest doubt. Why they exist we cannot 
conceive, but yet we know they exist. If I 
give you certain proofs of the existence of 
the mystery of the Trinity, incomprehensible 
as it is, you promise to believe it. 

You will not deny, that the testimony of 
God himself is entitled to belief; that what 
he has revealed to man, respecting his own 
beiag, his manner of existence, and his works, 
must be true and infallible. Such denial 
would be blasphemy; to suppose that man, 
although convinced of the infinite veracity of 
God, has yet a right to disbelieve the testi- 
mony he has given, with respect to his own 
mode of existence, would be the most horri- 
ble impiety. 

Then, I assert, that God has declared unto 
man, in the most authentic manner, that he 
exists in three Persons, perfectly distinct in 
a perfect unity of essence, of nature, or of 
substance. Hence I say, that you must be- 
lieve in the Trinity, however incomprehensi- 
ble it may appear. 

Philosopher—If God gave such a revela- 
tion, man is bound to believe it. But in or- 
der that his belief should be just and reason- 
able, he should be perfectly satisfied that 
such revelation was truly given—that he has 
given it, is with me a matter of doubt. At 
what time, in what place, and in what man- 
ner, did he manifest himself to man, when he 
declared this mystery? In what terms, and 


to whom was it revealed? Was it to a whole 
people, or to a small number only that it was 
declared? Which are the monuments that 
attest this extraordinary revelation. Are 








XUM 





No. 1. 


THE JESUIT. 











they authentic and not to be suspected? 
Can they challenge the belief of all nations? 

Chrisiian—I answer by those words of St. 
John, “ And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt amongst us.”” He came to instruct us, 
and reveal to us the secrets and will of his 
Father. Yes, the Word of God, the second 
Person of that holy and august Trinity, in 
whom the Christians believe, and whom they 
adore, became man, without ceasing to be 
God; and it was that God-Man who has de- 
clared that God subsists in three Persons, 
perfectly distinct, in one perfect unity of na- 
ture. You have, no doubt, heard of the 
hooks of the gospel; perhaps have read them. 
These books are considered by the Chris- 
tians, as their primordial title, as the authen- 
tic monument of the revelation they have re- 
ceived from God. They are nothing else 
than the history of Jesus Christ. I shall 
then demonstrate—first, that, that history, 
taken either collectively, or in all its details, 
is the most true, the most authentic, and the 
most faithful that was ever written; second, 
that the books of the gospels are divine, and 
written by the inspiration of God; third, all 
that is recorded in these books, being incon- 
testible, it follows that Jesus Christ has been | 
such as he is represented in them; fourth, 
that Jesus Christ could not have been such 
as these books represent him, were he not 
God; and fifth, that Jesus Christ has reveal- 
ed the mystery of the Trinity, and all the oth- 
er mysteries of the Christian religion. Hence 
that it was God himself who revealed them. 

Here we refer our philosopher to the 
proofs already given, who after having read 
them ‘goes on. 

Philosopher—The Christians themselves, 
agreeing that these mysteries are incompre- 
hensible to reason, I assert, that what is above 
our reason, is contrary to reason; is it then 
just, that reasonable beings should admit as 
truth, what they know to be contrary to rea- 
son? 

Christian—We have just agreed, that there 
are an infinity of things above the compre- 
hension of human reason, and which that 
same reason yet obliges us to believe, as ex- 
isting and true. Now common sense points 
out, that nothing is incomprehensible to the 
omniscience of God. This pretended axiom, 
which has made so much noise, and has been 
so much boasted of in our days, as a grand 
discovery, is mere sophistry, a weak play on 
words; for when we say, that “ what is above 
reason is contrary to reason,’ we must dis- 
tinguish between the reason of man, and 
what we shall in this instance beg leave to 
call the reason of God. To assert the fore- 
going proposition of human reason, would be 
absurd, as we have proved it incapable of 
comprehending many things, the existence 
and truth of which it is imperiously obliged 
to acknowledge: to deny it to the reason of 
God, would be the extreme of absurdity, as 
well as impiety, as to suppose that any thing 
can be above the reason of God, shocks com- 
mon sense, and is contradictory to the uni- 
versally receivéd attributes of the Supreme 
Being. 

Philosopher—But you Christians say, that 
in order to believe the mysteries of religion, 
man must renounce his reason. If so, then 
those mysteries must be contrary to reason, 
or if not, it is evident the Christians contra- 
dict themselves. 


Christian——The Christians do not say sim- 
ply that they must renounce reason; but say, 
they are obliged to renounce their own rea- 
sou, or human reason, as incapable of com- 
prehending the nature of those mysteries. 
The words, in their acceptation, signify, that 
in order to believe the mysteries, they must 
renounce that curiosity of their reason, which 
would lead them to know and penetrate things 
beyond their reach; that pride of their rea- 
son, which would affect a ridiculous inde- 
pendence; and that presumption, which would 
persuade them that nothing can be true, but 
what they see and comprehend. 

The submission with which they believe 
those, to them incomprehensible mysteries, 


is dictated by reason itself, which furnishes | 


them with evident motives why they should 
do so. 

Though what they believe is to them wrapt 
in obscurity, they see clearly that they should 
submit: they know that God has revealed it, 
and there is sufficient reason why they believe 
the word of God, as having more weight than 


every other possible demonstration. They | 


exercise their reason in examining the prools 
of revelation; they discuss the facts, scrupu- 
lously compare them with each other, weigh 
and appreciate the testimony with critical ac- 
curacy, and the result is, that God has truly 
and unequivocally,srevealed to the world 
those mysteries. ~ 
their belief; can any procedure be more just? 
Whilst reason can conduct them, they follow 


its torch; when they abandon reason, it is be- | 


cause it hands them over to the direction of a 
guidance infinitely more infallible, and inca- 
pable of error, 


with the dignity and greatness of the Supreme 
Being, than any other in which such myste- 
ries may be wanting; and hence, so far from 
the incomprehensibility of such mysteries be- 
ing a reason why the religion should be re- 
jected, it becomes a new and more powerful 
motive of belief, and a stronger incentive to 
its adoption. 

In saying thus much for philosophy, we 
have proved— 

First—That the mysteries of the Christian 
religion are not contrary to reason. 

Second—That the incomprehensibility of 
those mysteries, even though God had not 
revealed them, does not constitute a positive 
| or absolute reason why they should be disbe- 
lieved, 

Third—That in the supposition that they 
were revealed by God, their incomprehensi- 
bility does not afford even a plausible pretext 
that man should doubt, or disbelieve them. 

Fourth—That those mysteries, even on the 
score of their incomprebensibility, give to the 
Christian religion, a character of divinity, 
which it would not have had without them. 

It only remains further, to demonstrate, 
that from the mysteries being the foundation 
of a religion so grand, so holy, and so au- 
gust, it is evident that God only could have 
conceived its plan, and hence it clearly fol- 
| lows, that.the mysteries themselves are di- 








ch are the motives of| vine truths. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 





MISSION IN BABYLON. 


In all the countries subject to the power of 
the Crescent, the Missionary who would dare 


Philosopher—Why had God willed that|to instruct a disciple of Mahomet, would be 
man should be forced to believe mysteries in-| punished with death, and would probably oe- 


comprehensible to him? Why reduce his 
reason to so severe a Captivity? 
Christian—Was God obliged to call man 


to his councils, or to take his advice with re- | 


spect to the laws prescribed to him? God 
knows why it was expedient to subject man’s 
reason to the yoke of faith; that it was 
enough for man to know that he was God’s 
creature, and not his judge; that it was his 
duty, not scrupulously to inquire, but to 
adore; that God’s command was enough, as 
he is the fountain of wisdom; that reliance 
on his own reason, in this instance, would be 
folly—insanity. 

As it was consistent with the glory of God, 
that man should submit to the belief of mys- 
teries, impenetrable to human reason, so was 
it consistent with his greatness, that he 
should prescribe to man what he should be- 
lieve, as well as what he should practise; 
and thus, by exercising an equal sway over 
his reason, as well as his will, in forcing him 


casion a disastrous persecution. If a Chris- 
tian who has had the misfortune to renounce 
his creed, repents of his crime and abjures 
the Alcoran, he is obliged to take refuge ina 
| desert, or fly to some strange country: thus, 
the evangelical laborers charged with the 
cultivation of this land, formerly fertile, only 
exercise their zeal among the Christians. 

In consequence of this, there is rarely a 
conversion from infidelity in the mission of 
Babylon; but there are many others as con- 
soling to the Church. Lately, the Jacobites 
and Nestorians who inhabit Messapotamia 
and the neighboring countries, yielding to the 
impulse of grace, obey, many in number, the 
propensity which draws them back to the 
unity of faith, We have already informed 
our readers, that many Jacobite bishops had 
abandoned the erroneous opinions of Euty- 
ches. ‘I'wo of them, at the solicitation of the 
heretical patriarch Mosul, have been im- 
|prisoned by order of the Pacha; but they 

















to fulfil in contradiction to the feelings of his|have shewn themselves worthy children of 
heart, and the gratification of sense, the pre- | the Roman Catholic Church—to the bosom 
cepts that God had given him as the rule of of which they are only a short time returned; 
his actions, have pointed out to him the true | and are rejoiced to have it in their power to 
way to honor his maker, as supremely good, | give a brilliant proof of their attachment to 
as supremely holy. In believing, in opposi-|the true faith, Their patience has been 
tion to his own finite reason, the mysteries | crowned with success. They have been lib- 
revealed of God, he honors him as the Sove-| erated after having edified much the faithful 
reign truth. Thus man, by the Christian re- | by their courage and constancy. Jon 

ligion, becomes completely devoted to God—| Many examples of this sort are exhibited; 
his mind by faith, his heart by love, and his , one may easily conclude from this how great 
will by the acceptation of his precepts; and is the hatred which heretics bear towards us; 
hence it results, that a religion, of which, in- | for they can only persecute the Catholics by 
comprehensible mysteries are the basis, is | giving large sums of money to the Mahomet- 


| 


more worthy of God, more correspondent | an authorities. 
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The journals have put the public sufficient- | familes. 


As to myself, I don’t look on all 


ly in possession of the misfortunes of the A1- | those fears as realities; but should we be at- 


menian Catholics of Constantinople, their op- 
pression and banishment. But the firmans 
of persecution were obtained with money giv- 
en by the heretics, who have not liquidated 
the debts contracted on account of a perse- 
cution which they had provoked previously 
to this. In the district of Mosul, sixty Ca- 
tholic priests out of eighty, died, victims of 
the plague. The situation of the Bishop of 
Babylon is truly embarrassing, and his wants 
are numerous; he is frequently obliged to 
undergo vast expenses, to nullify the effects 
ofheresy against truth. Besides the three 
bishops lately re-united to the Church, he is 
obliged to aid and support others who abjur- 
ed their erroneous doctrines some years ago. 
At Julfa, near Ispahan, the Armenian here- 
tics, in consequence of their conferences with 
their Catholic compatriots, have ceased to 
pronounce anathemas against the Pope and 
the general Council of Chalcedon, and we 
have reason to think that their return to the 
unity of faith is not far distant. 





A letter from Mgr. C. A. Caupperie, Bishop of Ba- 
bylon, to Mr. Dromil. 
Bagdad, August 29th, 1828. 
Sir:—I have experienced sad troubles in 
our mission in Babylon this season. Famine, 
civil war, and the plague especially, have de- 


stroyed at least one half of the Christian |’ 


population in the country of Mosul and Kur- 
distan. Those who have escaped, are in a 
position extremely afflicting. Death has tak- 
en two Bishops and two thirds of the Priests 
who were dispersed in the villages. Their 
courage is broken down in all parts. I hope 
the mercy of God will supply us with means 
of laboring for the preservation of those who 
remain in these unhappy countries. 

At Bagdad, we are obliged to remain in 
our cellars, to avoid suffocation from the 
heat, which has been extraordinary here this 
season: in a short time we shall be able to 
walk out and re-enter upon our ordinary oc- 
cupations. 

otwithstanding the troubles which have 
agitated, and still continue to agitate the Ot- 
toman empire, our city remains tranquil; the 
Pacha has found means to maintain peace in 
it. No religious innovation has taken place; 
but without, the highways are infested with 
robbers, Arabs and Kurds, who attack every 
person. 

Along the borders of Persia, there is no 
disturbance—the people in the district of 
Bagdad, and the Persians, thus far, live on 
ome terms. There is a report of the 

ussians being on the confines of Erezerus; 
but their presence in that country can have 
no influence over the part in which I reside. 

The principal thing which the inhabitants of 
Bagdad are in dread of now is the plague. 
This scourge, as I have mentioned before, has 
made a dreadful havock along the borders of 
Mardin, Mosul, and the surrounding places. 
Old men say that according to their experi- 
ence of the seasons, we may expect this 
shocking distemper here after the great heats 
ofsummer. This opinion has interrupted all 
their commerce; and a great many are now 
preparing to quit this place immediately, and 
to repair to some other more secure for the 
preservation of their health, and that of their 








tacked, I am determined to stick to my post. 
I will take the precautions usual in such cas- 
es; and for what may follow, I will deliver 
myself up to the care of Providence. 
I am, &c. &e. 
C. A. Cauprerie, 


Bishop of Babylon. 
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We commence this day the second volume 
of Tue Jesuit, or Carnoatc Sentinet. As 
our object is the diffusion of correct religious 
knowledge, we shall continue to use every 
exertion in our power, to render our labors 
both useful and interesting to the Public. 

Religious knowledge is confessedly, of all 
other sciences, the most important; impor- 
tant individually te each member of society, 
and equally important to the well-being of 
society atlarge. Every endeavor, therefore, 
which has a tendency to promote this know- 
ledge, is certainly entitled to the patronage 
ofthe public. Of this patronage we have 
hitherto had no reason to complain; on the 
contrary, we have been favored (thanks to 
the Catholics in every part of this Union,) 
far beyond our expectations. We feel, in- 
deed, grateful for it, and shall endeavor to 
evince our gratitude by sparing no pains to 
render this, our second volume, as interest- 
ing, as replete as possible, with every variety 
of necessary aud useful religious information. 

They who sincerely desire to serve Jesus 
Christ in spirit and in truth, must fortify 
themselves in the true faith, at the present 
time more than ever. They cannot be too 
much on their guard against the attacks 
which are made continually upon our holy 
religion from every quarter, and especially 
against that spirit of infidelity which seems 
determined, if possible, to establish itself up- 
on the ruins of Christian morality. 

It is for this reason, we have undertaken 
to present our readers with a condensed view 
of the great fundamental truths of religion, to 
point out to them their mutual connection, 
and to shew their entire dependence one up- 
on another. Happy shall we be, if the youth 
of our country, and the pious and well dispos- 
ed of every denomination, who sincerely de- 
sire to know, in order to embrace the Truth, 
will find in them all the assistance they re- 
quire in their struggle with the perversity of 
the age in which we live. 

Have we not, indeed, reason to suppose 
that we see the fulfilment of the prophecy ut- 
tered by the Apostle, who, writing to his dis- 
ciple Timothy, says: There shall be a time, 
when they will not endure sound doctrine: but 
according to their own desires, they will heap to 











themselves teachers having itching ears, and 
will indeed turn away their hearing from the 
truth, but will be turned into fables. 2. Tim. 3. 
4, Yes,—that time has already arrived: the 
oracle is accomplished. Libertinism and im- 
piety, combined with the worst of heresies, 
have thrown off the mask;—they have indeed, 
broken through every barrier, and have too 
clearly proved the justice of that ancient ob- 
servation: that there is nothing difficult to man. 


Satan, the old father of lies, who, as St. 
Austin remarks, sometimes like a raging Li- 
on attempts to force his way, at other times, 
like an insidious serpent, attempts to seduce 
simplicity and innocence by his deceitful 
charms, has reared up in almost every grade 
of society, disciples, who following his exam- 
ple, employ alternately, audacity and artifice 
against all that we hold most sacred. You 
will find some of these insidious writers tes- 
tifying the greatest respect for the Gospel, 
whilst on the other hand, they are endeavor- 
ing to shake it to its very foundations. You 
will see others, and frequently the very same 
persons, without the least fear, or shame, ad- 
vancing the most horrible blasphemies, to the 
great scandal of the world. 


Ever since the reformation, improperly so 
called, began, every cffurt has been made, 
and every means have been resorted to by 
Protestants in general, to bring the Catholic 
religion into disrepute. But latterly, these 
efforts have been renewed by their ministers 
with redoubled energy. Insult and illiberali- 
ty are brought in to assist in supporting in 
our country, what violence and illiberality had 
established in another. The fanaticism, am- 
bition, interest, or jealousy of many of its lead- 
ing members here, think it wise to retain as 
auxiliaries for its preservation, those means 
which had assisted so nobly in its erection, 
Arrogating to themselves that infallibility in 
their arguments, for which they reproach us, 
they not only exult in the supposed evidenc- 
es of their demonstration; they triumph over 
us more cruelly than the hero of romance 
over the puny victim which trembles at its 
fury. Popery, as they are pleased to term 
our religion, is still superstitious, trampling on 
the necks of deluded mortals; glutted with the 
blood of Protestant martyrs; and yet thirsting 
for more. It is the great harlot sitting upon 
the seven hills, and holding in her hand the cup 
overflowing with abominations. It is indeed 
rather awkward now for them to prove that 
the Pope is Antichrist; or, after so many false 
predictions, to demonstrate with mathemati- 
cal accuracy, like some others, the year or 
hour of his fall; however, our religion is Anli- 
christian, and ourselves the disciples of Anti- 
christ. When even what we call moderation, 
undertakes to describe us with extreme for- 
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bearance, it gently calls our tenets superstt- 
dion, and our practices idolatry. 


The abuse of the Catholic religion is that 
happy incident here as well as in England, 
“¢ which illumines the evidences of the histo- 
rian, and gives energy to the eloquence of 
the rhetorician: it serves to adorn essays, 
travels, geographies, poems, pamphlets, and 
romances: it enters into our school-books: 
it gives wit to dulness; sense to nonsense; 
truth to lies; and what is its main advantage, 
{such still is the public taste) it insures 
praise, credit, and better far than either, to 
some—a support to the hero who employs it 
most profusely. It is hard to know which, 
in this liberal and enlightened country, is 
most astonishing, the multitude of publica- 
tions which drag, what they are pleased to 
call, the absurdities of Popery into day; or 
the promiscuous variety of the subjects in- 
to which they are introduced. No matter 
what may be the nature of the subject, there 
are individuals, upon every subject, who ei- 
ther to gratify the public prejudice, or their 
own; or generally, as hinted above, for a 
more substantial reason present the portrait 
of our Church, or an etching of its profile; 
but whether they present the portrait, or the 
profile, they distort every feature so hideous- 
ly, that whoever believes the representation 
true, both naturally and properly abhors 
Catholicity, and disesteems the Catholic.” 


Thus is our venerable and holy religion 
attacked on every side. Infidels insult her, 
Protestants of every cast furiously assail her 
in this our country, and shall Catholics re- 
main indifferent spectators of their attempts 
and not rise in her defence to repel their illi- 
beral charges,—their foul aspersions! How 
many are there who may apply to themselves 
these words of the Prophet? The zeal of thy 
house hath caten me up, and the reproach of 
them that reproach thee hath fallen on me. O 
God! Remember thy promise—come to our 
assistance, and do not abandon thy Church. 


Such were the reflections and motives 
which led us first to undertake Tue Jesuit; 
and which induce us still to continue it. We 
shall, with the blessing of God, persevere in 
the task, which we have cheerfully imposed 
on ourselves, viz: that of explaining, diffus- 
ing and defending the principles of the One, 
Hoty, Carnoxic and Arosroxicat Cuurcn. 
We believe it to be the true Church estab- 
lished by Jesus Christ upon earth, and the 
only true one;—and this we pledge ourselves 
to demonstrate fully to all who will take the 
trouble to peruse our Numpers. Our labor 


is purely gratuitous;—we look for no reward 
on this earth. The proceeds of this Paper, 
our Patrons will bear in mind, are to go ex- 
clusively to the establishment of what, at this 
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present time, is greatly wanted in Boston, 
viz: a Catholic Orphan Asylum, 

This second volume will be far more inter- 
esting than the first, as it will. embrace all 
the Jeading proofs of Christianity, and will 
exhibit the Catholic Church eminently supe- 
rior to every other. It will contain besides, 
a variety of religious matter both useful and 
entertaining to the Catholic reader. A suffi- 
cient number of copies will be struck of to 
supply any number of subscribers. It will be 
found, even separated from the first volume 
to be truly instructive. 





AN UNCOMFORTABLE BED-FELLOW. 

We copy from the Cincinnati Christian 
Journal and Intelligencer the following notice 
with the polite remarks of the Editor of that 
paper, upon a passage extracted from one of 
our late Numbers. 

“The Jesuit, a Roman Catholic paper 
printed in Boston, contains the following 
most veracious assertion, in its Number of 
June 19th.” 

‘ Satan himself was the bed companion and 
inlimate acquaintance of the pious Luther.” 

‘‘ The only answer we would give to such 
a specimen of puerile folly would be to wish 
that Satan may always haye as uncomforta- 
ble bed-fellows as Luther proved to his Ma- 
Neither Satan, nor his loving cousin 
the Pope, ever seemed to manifest much 
pleasure in their acquaintance with the daunt- 
less Reformer.” 

The Cincinnati Editor is pleased to term 
the above quotation from Tue Jesuit ironi- 
cally a most veracious assertion; and expres- 
ses the hope that Satan may always have as 
uncomfortable a bed-fellow as Luther proved 
to his Majesty. He seems, or pretends not 
to be at all aware of THE VERY GREAT INTI- 
macy which, from the acknowledgment of the 
“ dauntless Reformer’”’ himself, subsisted be- 
tween the two; and would put down the 
above assertion solely to the credit of Tue 
Jesuit, as if it had originated altogether with 
us. But he is quite mistaken. This inlima- 
cy between the Devil and Luther is acknow- 
ledged, and acknowledged in more instances 
than one, by Luther himself; and on one oc- 
casion, he declares it to have been so great, 
that he ‘‘ eat more than a bushel of salt with 
Satan.” And in his Colloquies, which (hap- 
pily for the world and for all those who wish 
to be well informed of the real character of 
this Arch-apostate) are now translated into 
English—he describes himself as constantly 
haunted by the Devil, who, he says, “ sleeps 
nearer to me than my wife Catherine.” Every 
body knows, or has read (except perhaps the 
Cincinnati Editor and some others whose in- 
terest it is to entertain a high opinion of their 
Master, the chief and “‘dauntless Reformer,”’) 
of his celebrated conference with the Devil, 
of which he asserts positively, that he learnt 








the most material part of his Reformation, name- 
ly, the abolition of the Mass, from him.—See 
Luther’s Works, printed at Wittenberg, tom. 
vil. fol. 228, 229, 230. 

Are the public acquainted with these facts? 
No, they are not; for, if they were, they cer- 
tainly would not remain long the disciples of 
such a master. It is time, therefore, that they 
should be made acquainted with them, that 
they may be ashamed of such a reformer, and 
may decide accordingly. The Cincinnati Edi- 
tor may term it puerile folly in us to allude 
to these matters. We think differently. If 
they are not precisely as we state them, let 
him show the contrary. We refer to Luther’s 
own Works, and to them we appeal for all 
that we advance, or have advanced respect- 
ing him. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





We learn with much satisfaction that the 
Catholic Church in Sandwich, Mass. will be 
completed in a few days, and will be dedicat- 
ed immediately after by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
of Boston.—Great credit is due to the enter- 
prising spirit of the Catholics in that quarter, 
for the piety and zeal which they have, in this 
instance, so beautifully displayed in the cause 


of God. 


The new Catholic Church in Dover, N. H. 
being now ready for divine service, we are 
informed, will likewise be dedicated imme- 
diately by the same Rt. Rev. Gentleman. 





It is truly gratifying to us also to have it 
in our power to state, that the Catholic 
Church in Waltham, Mass. is commenced, 
and, it is hoped, will be ready for divine ser- 
vice before the winter. It will occupy the 
same site on that beautiful eminence, which 
was formerly occupied by the Unitarian 
Church, the same that was struck with light- 
ning and destroyed, the summer before the 
last. 





The Catholics in Lowell, Mass. in conse- 
quence of the great increase of their number 
in that and the neighboring towns, have is- 
sued proposals for the erection of a large and 
convenient Church in the above mentioned 
place. We understand that the respectable 
Manufacturing Company at Lowell, at the 
solicitation of Kirk Boots, Esq. has given 
them a beautiful lot of ground in a pleasant 
and central situation for that purpose. May 
heaven reward and prosper them for it! This 
act evinces, more than athousand expressions, 
that true spirit of Christian liberality, which 
should distinguish every true and sincere 
friend to religion in this country. -The Church 
will be commenced without delay, as a very 
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pretty sum has already beenmade up, by the 
Catholic residents there, for the above object; 
and, it is confidently expected, that it will be 


sufficiently advanced for divine service be- 


fore the winter sets in. 





Vou. Tf. 


31,1761. Some pains were taken by seve-| between the Catholics and us, and examined 
ral persons, to obstruct her conversion, but in| them as well as I could by the Holy Scrip- 
ae Her father, the Earl of Clarendon, |*¥™: which, though I do not pretend to be 
— abl aise ’| able to understand, yet there are some things 


' ji found so easy, that I cannot but wonder 
pose, which was published afterwards in 1681. | that 1 had been so Jong without finding them 


George Morbay, Bishop of Winchester, at-| out; as the real presence in the blessed Sa- 








wrote a dissuasive letter to her, to that pur- 





By the last accounts received from Bur-| tempted the same in a letter to her, dated | Crament, the infailibility of the Church, con- 


lington, Vt. we learn with equal stenineve, |Sen 24th 1670. She left behind her the fol- 
» Ve 


that the Catholics residing there, who have | lowing interesting document, written not long 


already amounted to a considerable number, | before her death, in which she attributes her | 


(report says one thousand, ) and who are in- | conversion, m— God, chiefly to the reading 
creasing daily, are determined not to be be- | of Dr. Heys s history of the Reformation. 
hind their Brethren in the other New-Eng-| She had a sister Frances Hyde, who also be- 
land States, We understand the Bishop of came a Catholic, married to Thomas Keight- 
Boston will shortly pay them a visit, when | ley of Hartingsforbury, in Hertfordshire. 

measures will be immediately adopted to pro- | Declaration of the Dutchess of York, concerning 


ceed with the building of a Church in the | the occasion and motives of her conversion. 


most eligible situation. 


We are informed by the same correspond- 


ent, that the Catholics of Vergennes have al- | 


so expressed their desire to have a Church 


speedily erected, and have already opened | 


subscriptions among themselves for that pur- 
pose. It is supposed that the Rt. Rev. Bish- 
op will avail himself of the same opportunity 
to visit them, and to lay the corner stone of it. 





The Catholic Church in Portland, it is ex- 


pected, will be ready by the last of the fall 
for dedication. The one in Eastport, though 
in a considerable state of forwardness, will 


not be completed before next spring. 


Sr. Atsans anp Swanton, Vr. The 
Catholics in each of the above are making | 
preparations to have a Church. It is not yet 
decided in which of them it will be located; | 
or whether in both. In a short time, how- 
ever, it will be determined. 


DUTCHESS OF YORK. 

The following declaration is from the pen 
of Ann Hyde, daughter to Edward Hyde, af- 
terwards Earl of Clarendon, and Lord High 
Chancellor of England (who died at Rouen, 
an. 1674,) descended from the Hydes of Nor- 
bury in Cheshire. She was married to James, 
duke of York, who was afterwards king of 
England. At first, this distinguished Lady 
was no friend to the Catholics; but on the 
contrary, had entertained all the usual preju- 
dices against them: but as she was religious | 
and inquisitive, she found herself at last en- 
tangled in such difficulties, by reading the 
history of the reformation, and considering 
the methods, and motives of that surprising 
change, that, not being able to get over them, 
she made her application to a learned Pre- 
late of the Church of England, by whose con-| 
cessions in favor of the Catholic Church she | 
became still more perplexed, and died in the | 
communion of the Church of Rome, | 


| fession, and praying forthe dead. After this 
I spoke severally to two of the best Bishops* 
|we have in England, who both tuld me there 
were many things in the Roman Church 
which it were much to be wished we had kept; 
as confession, which was no doubt command- 
ed by God; that praying for the dead was 
one of the ancient things in Christianity; 
that for their parts they did it daily, though 
they would not own it. And afterwards, 
pressing one of them very much upon the 
other points, he told me, that if he had been 
bred a Catholic, he | would not change his 


It is so reasonable to expect, that a person) religion; but, that being of another church, 
‘always bred up in the Church of England, wherein he was sure were all things necessa- 
‘and as well instructed in the doctrines of it| ty to salvation, he thought it very ill to give 
‘asthe best divines, and her capacity could | that scandal, as to leave that Church wherein 
make her, should be liable to many censures | he had received his baptism. 

| for leaving that, and making herself a mem-| All these discourses did but add more to 
ber of the Roman Catholic Church, to which, | the desire I had to be a Catholic, and give 
I confess, | was one of the greatest enemies Me the most terrible agonies In the world, 
it ever had; that I choose rather to satisfy | Within myself, For all this, fearing to be 
my friends, by reading this paper, than to| rash in a matter of that weight, I did all I 
have the trouble to answer all the questions could to satisly myself; made it my daily 
that may daily be asked me. And first, I prayer to God to settle me in the right; and 
| do protest in the presence of Almighty God, $° went on Christmas-day to receive in the 
that no person, man, or woman, directly, nor | King’s chapel: after which I was more trou- 
‘indirectly, ever said any thing to me (since [| bled than ever, and could never be in quiet 





came into England) or used the least en- 
deavor to make me change my religion. It 


'till Thad told my desire to a Catholic, who 
| prong a priest to me, and that was the first 


is a blessing I wholly owe to Almighty God, | 1 ever did converse with upon my word. The 


|and I hope the hearing of a prayer I daily 
/made him, ever since I was in France and 
| Flanders; where seeing much of the devo-_ 
tion of the Catholics (though I had very little | 


myself) I made it my continued request to 
Almighty God, that if I were not, I might, | 
before I died, be in the true religion: 1 did 
not in the least doubt but that I was so; and 
never had any manner of scruple till Novem- 
ber last; when reading a book, called The | 
History of the Reformation, by Dr. Heylin, | 
which I had heard very much commended, | 
and had been told, if ever I had any doubt in 
my religion, that would settle me; instead of 
which | found in it a description of the most 
horrid sacrileges in the world; and could find 
no reason why we left the Church, but for, 
three the most abominable ones, that were 
ever heard of amongst Christians. First, 
Henry the VIIIth renounces the Pope’s au- 
thority, because he would not give him leave 
to part with his wife, and marry another in 
her life-time. Secondly, Edward the VIth 
was a child, and governed by his uncle, who} 
made his estate out of church-lands. | 

And then Queen Elizabeth, who being no 
lawful heiress to the crown, could have no 
way to keep it, but by renouncing a church) 
that could never-suffer so unlawful a thing to, 
be done by one of her children. I contess_ 
I cannot think the Holy Ghost could ever be! 


in such councils; and it is very strange, that, 


if the bishops had no design but (as they say) | 
the restoring us to the doctrine of the primi- 
tive Church, they should never think upon it | 
till Henry the VIII[th made a breach upon 
so unlawful a pretence. These scruples be- 


March | ing raised, I began to consider the difference 


more I spoke to him, the more | was confirm- 
ed in my design: and, as it is impossible for 
me to doubt ot the words of our blessed Sa- 
viour, who says, the holy Sacrament is his 


body and blood, so I cannot believe, that he 


who is the author of all truth, and who has 
promised to be with his Church to the end 


of the world, would permit them to give that 


holy mystery to the laity but in one kind, if 
it were not lawful so to do. 

I am not able, nor if I were, would I enter 
into disputes with any body. I only in short 
say this, for the changing of my religion; 
which, I take God to witness, I would never 
have done, if I had thought it possible to 
save my soul otherwise. 1 think I need not 
say it is any interest in this world leads me 
to it. It will be plain enough to every body, 
that I must lose all the friends and credit I 
have here by it; and have very well weighed 
which I could best part with, my share in 
this world, or the next. Ithank God I found 
no difficulty in the choice. 


My only prayer is, that the poor Catho- 


|lics of this nation may not suffer for my being 


of their religion: that God would but give 
me patience to bear them, and then, send me 
any afflictions in this world, so I may enjoy 
a blessed eternity hereafter. 

St. James’s, August 20th, 1670. 


Such was the declaration of this excellent 


Lady at a most trying time. In presenting 
it to the public we are persuaded that it will 





* Sheldon; A. B. Canterbury; Blandford, B. of 
Worcester. 
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make a deeper impression upon sincere minds 
than the strongest arguments are calculated 
to produce. In this piece there is nothing 
but plain matter of fact delivered with such 
an air of sincerity and candor, as prevents all 
suspicion of fallacious dealing, and finds its 
way to the heart without resistance. We 
shall add one more reflection, that there is 
not a Protestant in the world who will trace, 
as she did, the reformation of the Church of 
which he is a member to its source, but will 
find that either avarice, or ambition, or re- 
venge, or some other criminal passion gave 
it a beginning. 





THE TRUE CHURCH. _ 


OF THE CONTROVERSIES AGITATED 
THE CALVINISTS. 


CHAPTER V. 


AMONG 





1. The sentiments of Calvin on this sub- 
ject are Ist, That Christ does not give his 
grace to all, but to the predestined alone. 
2d, That to these he does not give habitual 
and sanctifying, but only actual grace. 3d, 
That he gives even this so sparingly, as not 
to suffice for the observance of the command- 
ments. 4th, Nay under such a restriction, 
that they who receive it, cannot freely make 
use of it. The three first of these opinions 
have already been refuted in a former paper. 
The fourth we shall now refute. 

2. Calvin maintains, that by actual grace 
the use of free-will is taken away, and that 
it is not in our power to co-operate with 
it. For he thus writes (in lib. 2. Inst. Cap. 
2. §10.)—But grace effects the will, not as 
it has been believed and handed down for many 
ages, that it 13 in tispower either to obey, or 
resist is motions, but it effectually influences the 
will ; therefore as often as that opinion has been 
repeated, so often should it be denied, Again, 
whomsoever grace draws, u draws willingly. 
Here we perceive that he has even the au- 
dacity to reproach openly with error, St. 
Chrysostom and all antiquity who have al- 
ways believed, that the preventing grace of 
God, moves and excites our will in such a 
manner, as to leave it free either to yield, or 
not, to its motions. 

3. With how much more reason should he 
be reproved who sets himself in opposition, 
not only to the doctrine of all the Saints and 
Doctors of the Church, in every age, but 
also tothe Holy Scriptures themselves. But 
before we proceed to shew that Calvin does 
this, we shall briefly explain his opinion on 
this subject.—For it may be understood in 
two ways. Ist, That our will is moved and 
excited to consent indeed to the motions of 
divine grace, yet not freely but, necessari- 
ly, so that it cannot dissent from it. 2dly, 
That when the will is moved and excited, it 








does nothing itself, but all whatsoever is) 


spirations of the Holy Ghost to faith and re- 


done proceeds from grace alone, and that | pentance, yet would not yield to the influence 


the will remains entirely passive. 
In this latter sense, Calvin asserts, (in lib. 
2. cap. §7.) There are perhaps some, who ad- 


mit that the will inclined of itself to evil is con-| 
verted by the grace of God alone, yet in such a| 


manner as to be prepared to take its part inact- 


ing. A little after in answer to this, he 
states. 
to the will. Therefore, Chrysostom was wrong 


when he wrote, that neither grace without the 
will, nor the will without grace could do any 
thing. Here again he reproves St. Chrysos- 
tom, and openly maintains that the will excit- 
ed and prepared by God, takes no part in 
acting, but that all whatsoever is done, is ef- 
fected by the grace of God alone. 

4. Hence it is evident that both of these 
opinions of Calvin are erroneous. The one 
is, because it intimates that the will does not 
co-operate with grace, and does not even act 
at all. The other, that it is not in the power 
of the will to yield to, or resist grace. The 
former error is refuted by the words of the 
Apostle, (Cor. 15. 10.) Hits grace in me 
hath not been void, but Ihave laboured more 
abundantly than all they : yet not I but the grace 
of God with me. 

Which passage St. Augustine thus ex- 
plains (in lib. de gratia et lib. arb. cap. 5.) 
But not I, but the grace of God with me, that 
is, not I alone but the grace of God with me : 
as if he had said, not the grace of God alone, 
nor himself alone, but the grace of God with 
him. This passage alone is sufficiently ex- 
plicit on the subject, but we will add several 
more to the same effect. Psalm 26.9. Be 
thou my helper, forsake me not. Psalm 69. 1. 
O God, come to my assistance. If God assists 
us, we must certainly do something, as St. 
Augustine argues serm. 13. The very word, 
ASSIST, tntimates to thee, that thou shouldst also 
do something. Again 2. Cor. 61. Receive 
not the grace of God in vain. Philip 4. 13. 
I can do all things in him who strengtheneth me. 

5. Hence Theologians rightly infer, that 
the property of actual grace istwofold. The 
one to prevent, move, prepare and excite our 
will to consent; the other to assist the will 
when prepared to co-operate with it, and to 
elicit consent. Hence St. Augustine (in 
Enchirid cap. 31.) says: God prepares the will 
to be assisted, and assists it when prepared. 
(Et. lib. 2. de peceat. et meritis. cap. 18.) 
We cannot turn to God, unless excited and as- 
sisted by him. And St. Bernard (in lib. 
degratia.) Our atiempts are vain if not as- 
sisted, and null if not excited. 

6. The latter error is refuted by that of 
Acts 7.51. You always resist the Holy Ghost. 
The Apostle here speaks of the Jews, who 
although often excited by the grace and in- 


lof grace, but of their own accord and free will 


resisted it. Otherwise, why should they have 
been reproved ? To this that of Psalm 94. 
8. refers. To day, if you shall hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts ; that is, if you per- 
ceive the internal voice of the Holy Ghost 
in your hearts, resist it not. Here he sup- 


That this liberty is rashly attributed | poses that it is in their power tc obey or re- 


ject the Divine admonition. Again in Apoc, 
3.10. Behold I stand at the gate and knock : 
If any man shall hear my voice, and open to 
me the door, I will come into him. 


On which passage St. Augustine (in lib. 
de spiritu et littera cap. 34.) thus writes. 
To consent to, or to reject the call of God, is 
peculiar to the will. Again (in lib. de gratia 
Christi cap. 14.) Who does not perceive, that 
to come, or not to come to any one, is in the 
power of the will ? (intitu. Psalm 71.) 2 
was not in thy power, not to be born of Adam, 
but it is in thy power to believe in Ck ~st. 

7. We shall add one more powerful reason. 
It is evident from the Scripture, that there 
were some who obeyed the divine call, and 
others who resisted it. Matthew in the cus- 
tom-house, Zacheus on the tree, the thief 
on the cross, and St. Paul on his journey, 
obeyed the divine call. The Jews resisted 
it, of whom St. Stephen said, you always .re- 
sist the Holy Ghost. Now either these indi- 
viduals mentioned, acted freely, or by neces- 
sity, or by compulsion. If they acted freely, 
then our point is gained. If by necessity or 
compulsion, then two very absurd consequen- 
ces flow therefrom. The one is, that neither 
the former persons should be commended nor 
the latter reproved. 

The other is, that God gives his grace to 





certain persons, and by that same grace, com- 
| pels them to resist it, which is directly op- 
posed to the divine goodness. For what else 
would it be, than to admit God, as the author 
of sin and that he confers his grace, to our 
ruin and condemnation? Which consequence 
we shall shew in the next chapter—Calvin 
admits. 





OF THE AUTHOR OF SIN. 
CHAPTER VI. 





In relation to this subject, Calvin estab- 
lishes the following propositions, or rather 
Blasphemies. 1st, That God from eternity 
effectually willed, ordained, and predetermin- 
ed, that Adam should sin and thereby draw 
all his posterity with himself into destruction. 
2Qdly, That he likewise willed, ordained, and 
predetermined, that the other sins should be 
committed, which are daily committed by 
men. 3dly, That this will and ordination 
were put in execution, that God daily com- 
mands, urges and impells the Devil to con- 
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ceive evil and induce men to sin. 4thly, 
That he is not content with so doing, but he 
also of himself, and by a certain secret 
force incites, moves, and necessitates wick- 
ed men to perpetrate all’ kinds of enor- 
mous.crimes. 5thly, Nay, that he co-operates 
with us to the commission of sin, and still 
further, that he himself is the principal agent 
and operator, and that we are only mere in- 
struments. 6thly, To say all in a word, that 
God is properly the cause and auther of all 
sin, since all things are done, by his will, 
ordination, predetermination, command, im- 
pulsion and operation. 

2. That such is the opinion of Calvin, we 
have clearly shewn from his own words, cit- 
ed in the chapter on Predestination. We 
consider it unnecessary here to enter into a 
long refutation of his blasphemies: for, the 
mind shrinks from them with horror, at the 
bare mention of them. The scripture clear- 
ly shews the contrary— Thou art not a God 
that willest iniquity, Widom. 14.9. But to 
God the wicked and his wickedness are hateful 
alike, Jer. 19.5. And they have built here 
high places of Baalim, to burn their children 
with fire for a holocaust to Baalim, which I 
did not command nor speak: of, nor did it once 
come into my mind. We omit many other pas- 
sages to the same effect—But we will add 
one more powerful argument from reason; 
God could not have effectually willed that to 
be done, which he seriously and severely 
prohibits to be done: but he seriously and se- 
verely prohibits sin, as is evident throughout 
the Scriptures. Therefore he could not effect- 
ually will that sin should be committed. 


From the ProrestTant’s ABRIDGER. 


A person who is about to embrace the pro- 
testant religion, and to choose, or form his 
own personal religion, may reflect in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

I must find my religion in the Bible. But 
have lL atrue Bible? This is a main point. 
There is a book pointed out to me by the 
reformers, which, in a great many places, is 
totally different from the Bible received and 
used by all the Christian Catholics, as well 
as heretics, from immemorial time. It ap- 
pears, then, that the Bible has not escaped 
corruption; whether it happened in the form- 
er ages, or since the reformation. Certainly 
one of the two Bibles which we distinguish 
by the names of catholic and protestant 
is corrupted. Who shall guide me in the 
choice of the true Bible? My reason? It 
has deceived me very often. The reformers? 
They do not agree among themselves. Lu- 
ther read one thing, and Calvin read the con- 
trary; besides, they are not infallible; they 
may be mistaken as well as I, and so they 
were a great many times. Shall I be guided 
by the Church? But the Church, according 
to the reformers, is not infallible; on the con- 
trary, she gave an erroneous Bible to her 
children for a great many centuries. Shall I 
expect an interior motion of the spirit? I 





may be moved by the evil spirit; because all 
those whe admit the false, or corrupted Bi- 
ble, (whether this be the catholic, or the pro- 
testant,) think, that they are moved by the 
spirit of God. Hence, I have no means to 
know whether I choose the corrupted, or 
genuine Bible: and I am not sure of my re- 
ligion, as I am not sure whether I follow the 
true Bible. 


But suppose I receive the Bible from the | 


reformers; and suppose I have no reason 
(and indeed I have a great many,) to doubt 
of its legitimacy. What religion shall I de- 
rive from it? Luther says my own; Calvin 
says my own; Zuinglius says my own; the 
new reformers, more generous and liberal, 
say yours. To Luther, Calvin and Zuinglius, 
1 object their ungrounded tyranny; for they 
have not commenced by proving that they 
are infallible. To the new reformers, I ob- 
ject their rash liberality, for they have not 
commenced by proving that Jesus Christ has 
no particular doctrine. I do not pretend to 
establish a religion, bnt to embrace that of 
Jesus Christ. I may take from the gospel 
any doctrine whatever; and every man may 
do the same: so that Jesus has, according to 
this principle, a great many and contrary doc- 
trines, snd consequently he has a great many 
and contrary churches. If this question be 
presented, Which is the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ? The answer, according to the new 
reformers, should be Any one. What an ab- 
surdity! But what is still more inconsist- 
ent, is, that you deny the Catholics the privi- 
lege of having a personal religion, and cer- 
tainly they are the greatest part of the Chris- 
tians. Their mind and conscience obliged 
them for sixteen hundred years to follow, with- 
out any interruption, the Roman Catholic 
doctrine; they still keep it, and pay no atten- 
tion to your reformation. This is their per- 
sonal opinion in matters of faith, which is 
equivalent to a personal religion. Why then 
do you blame them? Are not they protest- 
ants? Do they not act according to your 
principles, although they think that it is 
wrong and sinful to embrace any other doc- 
trine? Hence, it is very plain that you wish 
to exercise a compulsion upon personal reli- 
gion, and that you destroy your principle 
when you pretend to support it. You wish 
Catholics to follow your personal religion, and 
at the very time you are teaching that every 
man is free in his religious opinions—that 
every Christian religion is a mean of salva- 
tion—you blame, despise and insult Catho- 
lics. The unanimous personal religion of all 
ages, and of millions and millions of men 
ought to be rejected; and that of some dis- 
senters, divided among themselves, ought to 
be admitted? What inconsistency? Pro- 
testants destroy the principle by its applica- 
tion. 

I observe also, may say the protestant can- 
didate, that each Christian persuasion teach- 
es the Bible according to the ideas of its 
ministers; indeed, they have no notes in 
their book, but they have them in reality, 
by following strictly the instructions they re- 
ceive. I find in every one of the churches a 
tradition, or a doctrine, passing from one to 
another only by word. Therefore, I do not 
see why they blame catholics so much for 
their tradition, and for the notes of their Bi- 
ble; besides I do not see that any one of the 
members makes choice of his personal reli- 








gion. The only thing I see, is, that the min- 
isters are showing their own doctrines, as the 
storekeeper shows his goods, and the people 
adhere to them at pleasure and generally by 
fancy. ‘They pass from one to another with 
the greatest facility. Ifthe word of God be the 
‘only rule, and his word is as plain as they 
| affirm it to be, and if our reason be our only 
| guide to understand it, why do they preach? 
I should tell them, ‘“‘ Give us the book, and 
be silent; I will find out my religion, and if 
it be different from yours, that is not your 
\busingss.” I shall have my personal religion. 





BETTER LATE THAN NEVER. 

| The Synod of Russia has, at last, authoriz- 
ed the introduction of the New Calender as 
reformed by Pope Gregory XIII. in 1582. 
The ancient calender was in error by 12 days. 
The Emperor Alexander had not been able 
to conquer their aversion for a correction sug- 
gested by Rome. The same long prevailed 
also in most of the Protestant States, owing 
to the fatal influence of their clergy, since 
Rome was not willing to acknowledge their 
religious reformation, they resisted as long as 
they could her scientific one—England and 
Sweden admitted it only in 1752. 








DIED; 
In Washington, D. C. on Sunday morning the 22nd 
ult. Witu1am Spaxpine, son of Basil Spalding, 
late of Pleasant-hill, Charles County, Md. aged 25 years. 
His remains were taken to Mount Carmel near his for- 
mer residence, and were there interred by the side of his 
much respected father, and his beloved sister. His edu- 
cation-was solid and good;—he had passed through his 
college course with great applause; his manners were 
agreeable and pl g, his disposition was amiable, and 
his piety was sincere; he was, in short, beloved by every 
one, and will be long regretted by all who knew him. 
He has left behind a truly respectable and pious mother, 
two brothers and three sisters to deplore his loss. 
May he rest in peace. Amen. 
Also, at Pleasant-hill, ALEXANDER Avitus, the 
only son of Juhn Spalding, aged 14 months. 








‘* Praise the Lord, ye children: praise ye the name of 
the Lord. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, from henceforth, now 
and forever.’’ 





FOR SALE 3 
AND may be had at P. Mooney’s Catholic Book- 
Store, 
LETTERS ON THE SPANISH INQUISITION, 
In a neat 12 mo Vol. well bound and lettered, at 62 1-2 
cents. 


3-F The above is unquestionably the best work ever 
written on the subject. 
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